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_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Minutes of the 167th Annual General Meeting Thursday 15th October 2020 

 
The AGM was held on Zoom at 7.30 pm and hosted by the Chairman of Trustees, Dr Sian Rees. 
 
1.Welcome & Arrangements for the Zoom Meeting. 
The Chairman thanked Dr Rhiannon Comeau for help in organising the meeting, details of which had 
been posted on the Association’s website and circulated to members by email. Papers placed on the 
Associations website Cambrians.org.uk and circulated to members comprised of the Minutes of the 
2019 AGM held in Haverfordwest, the Agenda for 2020, and reports from the Editor, the Treasurer, 
the Meetings and Programme Secretary and a Social Media report. She welcomed those attending and 
the secretary noted the names of those participating.  
 
2.Apologies for Absence.  
The Secretary Heather James, reported that she had received apologies from Nancy Edwards, Frances 
Griffith, Sonia Heywood, Isabel Holmes, Peter Jarvis, Gwyn Meirion-Jones and Prys Morgan.  
 
3. Minutes of the 166th AGM 
These had been posted on the website and sent to any members requesting them and were approved 
by the estimated 35 members attending the Zoom meeting.  
4.Matters Arising not otherwise on the Agenda  
None 
 
5.Chairman’s Report 
Sadly she had to report the deaths of Jenkin Thomas, Olwen Davies, Rosemary (Del) Yale, Jeff 
Evans,  Mrs Sally Hughes, The Rev Terence Bryan of Newtown, Simon Meade of Meifod and Dr 
Jonathan Kissock  who will all be missed.  
She introduced the new President Professor Emeritus Michael Jones whose inauguration, sadly, could 
not take place at the postponed Lincoln Meeting. She had however, accompanied by the Secretary, 
been able to carry out the installation in a socially distanced ceremony in the President’s garden near 
Newark, which was filmed and, together with his Presidential address on Breton families in medieval 
Lincolnshire, is available on the CAA’s You Tube platform. Trustees had met for the normal 3 
meetings per year, two on Zoom. A total of £8,8734 in research grants had been awarded in 
November 2019, details of which are listed in the annual Newsletter and in Archaeologia Cambrensis 
A sub-committee was working on a relaunching of the former Blodwen Jerman ‘senior’ prize. The 
annual prizes awarded to schools by the WHSI, of which the junior Blodwen Jerman prize is one, 
were not awarded in 2020 due to school closures during the pandemic. Although, as detailed below in 
the Programme Secretary’s Report, all events have had to be cancelled some activities inviting 
members’ participation, such as quiz and accounts of members pandemic projects had taken place 
online through the website. In conclusion she thanked past President, Professor Nancy Edwards and 
was pleased to announce that Dr Eurwyn Wiliam had accepted the Associations invitation to the 
Presidency for 2021-2022. She extended her thanks to all the officers and Trustees,for their work; 
though, sadly but understandably our Editor, Bill Britnell, wishes to retire after some 20 years of 
service, she assured members that Trustees were actively seeking his successor, mindful of the need to 



maintain the high standards he had set for Archaeologia Cambrensis. 2021 would be the 175th 
Anniversary of the publication of Archaeologia Cambrensisi in 1846, which actually preceded the 
formal foundation. It is proposed to mark this anniversary with the publication of a booklet: 
Illustrating the Past in Wales: 175 years of Archaeologia Cambrensis to be edited by Toby Driver 
and Heather James.  
The President, Michael Jones, then introduced himself to the Meeting and hoped to meet some at least 
of the membership in person at the postponed Summer Meeting in Lincoln in 2021.  
 
6.Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer, Jenny Britnell, said that the Trustees Annual Report and Accounts had been received 
from the auditors Whittingham Riddell and agreed by the Trustees at their meeting on 27th April. The 
Report is available for viewing on the Association’s website. In addition she had placed pp 9 & 10 , 
The Statement of Financial Activities for 2019 and The Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2019 on 
the website as part of her Report for this AGM. In summary she said that the CAA ‘s net assets stood 
at £431,508 on 31st Dec 2019, an increase of £28,811 from the previous year due mainly to the rise in 
value of the Association’s investments. Investment income was £11,984 and allocated to the G T 
Clark, Research, Education and General funds. Total expenditure amounted to £35, 295.  
The Chairman then asked the Meeting to approve the Trustees Annual Report and Accounts which 
was proposed by Rory O’Farrell and seconded by David Lermon and approved by a  (virtual) show of 
hands from those attending.  
 
7.Programme Secretary’s Report 
Frances Lynch Llewellyn reported that all the lectures, excursions and social gatherings so 
optimistically outlined in the January 2020 Newsletter had, one by one,  to be cancelled due to the 
onset of the pandemic and the lockdowns and restrictions subsequently imposed from March 2020 
onwards. The Darganfod/Discovery day conference has been postponed until 2021. With the 
agreement of The Lincoln Hotel, the Summer Meeting booking has been rolled over to July 2021. She 
thanked Nick and Eva Moore for agreeing to re-organise the event in 2021. Despite cutting down the 
planned Autumn Meeting at Cowbridge to a single day that too had to be postponed when another 
lockdown was put in place in Wales. Details of what can be rearranged for 2021 will be provided in 
the next Newsletter but she anticipated circulating this later than January 2021 when the situation 
regarding covid restrictions will be clearer. 
 
8.Membership Secretary’s Report  
Frances Lynch Llewellyn was pleased to report a total of 61 new members for the year which she 
principally attributed to the redesigned website and an active social media presence. Sadly however 
38 members had been lost through death and non-renewal of subscriptions. Membership stands at 512 
individual and 95 corporate members. 
 
9. Outreach Officer’s Report 
Rhiannon Comeau reported that promising interest and attracting new members from having stalls at 
events with our banners and publications were cut short by the pandemic restrictions. This was 
particularly disappointing for the Darganfod/Discovery conference at Cardiff planned to highlight 
new work grant aided by our Research grants and hopefully attracting a younger and more diverse age 
group. She was glad to report that all participants had agreed to contribute in a planned online event 
on 10th April 2021, which she was organising together with Oliver Davis of Cardiff University. The 
GDR compliant email list of members (currently 286 out of 512 members) had come into its own with 
numerous circulars of online events and Association news.  
 
10. Social Media Officer’s Report  
 Genevieve Cain reported on the launch and progress of Facebook and Twitter accounts announced at 
the 2019 AGM. At present we have 189 followers on Facebook and 255 on Twitter which are solid 
numbers and some items posted have been viewed thousands of times. The CAA You Tube Channel 
was launched  in October 2020 and at present has only the Presidential inauguration and address on it 
but offers huge opportunities for future outreach.  



 
11. Election of Trustees for 2020 – 2021 
Before handing over to the President to conduct the election, Sian Rees reported the resignation as 
Trustee by Mary Dodd who had served for many years and has been an active and inspirational 
member; Peter Jarvis, unable to attend this meeting, had requested a formal vote of thanks to be 
recorded at this AGM which was unanimously approved by all present.  She also briefly introduced 
the 2 new Trustees standing for election  Drs Tudur Davies and Rachel Swallow. Due to problems in 
communication, a further new Trustee nomination, of Neil Bayliss of the Clwyd Powys 
Archaeological Trust, had not been posted in the time constitutionally required but Trustees were 
anxious to co-opt him to the body of Trustees for formal election at the 2021 AGM. Since the body of 
Trustees is limited to 14 Brian Newman has offered to stand down to make way for the full body now 
proposed but has generously offered to continue to offer the Association investment advice and deal 
with gift aid, for which he was warmly thanked by the chairman on behalf of the Trustees and 
membership. 
The President listed the following for election and re-election: 
Bill Britnell, Jenny Britnell, Marie-Thérèse Castay, Muriel Chamberlain. Rhiannon Comeau, Andrew 
Davidson, Tudur Davies, Toby Driver, Fiona Gale, Heather James, Frances Lynch Llewellyn, Prys 
Morgan, Sian Rees Rachel Swallow. 
Their election was unanimously approved by a show of (virtual) hands.  
 
12. Date of 2021 AGM 
This has been arranged for Tuesday 8th July at12.30 in the Guildhall, Lincoln. 
 
Closing the Meeting Sian Rees said that, although the in-person AGM at the Summer Meeting has 
been a long and valued tradition for the Association, the ability to hold the AGM through Zoom has 
meant that a 175 year old practice has been upheld and arguably may reach more members than are 
able to attend the Summer Meetings.  
 
The Meeting was closed at 8.35 pm. 
 
Heather James, 
General Secretary CAA. 
  
 
 
 


