AUTUMN MEETING 2015
Cardiff and the Marquesses of Bute.
The Meeting was held at the Parc Hotel Park Place where the Wedgewood Suite provided a wellequipped base for lectures, teas, coffees and a buffet lunch. The Meeting was organised by Heather
James, with much help from fellow Cambrian David Lermon. The Association is most grateful to
Robert Peel for stepping in to give our first evening lectures. Sadly the celebrated Welsh historian
John Davies, author of the seminal Cardiff and the Marquesses of Bute, who had kindly agreed to
give our opening ‘keynote’ address, died in February, 2015. The Meeting booklet contains in tribute
extensive extracts from his book which was based on his doctoral thesis and for which he retained a
considerable affection. Thanks are also due to Diane Walker, who, though unable to attend because
of family illness, nevertheless prepared her paper which was delivered by Matthew Williams and
arranged for one of her colleagues to guide us at Roath Church. A maximum of thirty eight members
attended.
FRIDAY 25th SEPTEMBER
After registration at the Park Hotel in the early afternoon members assembled in glorious sunshine
outside Cardiff Castle. We were met by the curator Mathew Williams who gave an introduction to
the Roman and Medieval history and the extraordinary facade of Cardiff Castle created by William
Burges for the third Marquess before dividing the party into two groups for a detailed tour of the
interior. The tours were equally rewarding for those who had visited before and for those visiting for
the first time. We were able to appreciate both the overall intentions of the designs and the
architectural innovations of this ‘extravaganza’ building and see in the details of ornamentation and
its complex and varied symbolism the close working relationships between the patron, the third
Marquess and the architect William Burges.

Cambrians pause for breath in the Roof Garden at the top of the Bute Tower at Cardiff Castle;
completed in 1875 the designs were inspired by discoveries at Pompeii.
After dinner we assembled in the Wedgewood Suite and the President, Professor David Austin
welcomed Robert Peel who gave an illustrated lecture on The Development of Bute Park. Mr Peel,
who is a Council Member of The Garden History Society and Trustee of Parks and Gardens UK has a
background in Town Planning and now works as a garden designer and consultant in Britain and
Argentina explained how his interest had developed when he was living at Bute Park and working in
horticulture. This had developed into a collaboration with Kristina Taylor, an expert on the Bute
estates in Scotland, and resulted in 2012 in their publication of Passion, Plants and Patronage: 300
Years of the Bute Family Landscapes, which includes a chapter on Bute Park.
He began by explaining the connections between the Butes and Cardiff. Large estates in Glamorgan,
including Cardiff Castle had come to John Crichton-Stuart the third Earl of Bute (later the first
Marquess) on his marriage to Charlotte Windsor in 1766, the heiress of the Earls of Pembroke. In the
1770s he commissioned Lawrence ‘Capability’ Brown to make improvements to Cardiff Castle and
grounds which he intended to be the residence of his eldest son. At that time the Taff valley was an
industrial zone with copper and leather mills which must have polluted the air around the castle; it
frequently flooded and there were no trees. Drastic changes were made to Cardiff Castle – the moat
around the motte was drained and the wall dividing the Castle Green blown up to create a large
plain green enclosure often used as a bowling green. Beyond the walls it seems that walks were laid
out which the first Marquess intended to be open to the inhabitants of Cardiff but many of the
planned plantings were not carried out. The second Marquess was a hard-working businessman, in
contrast to his rather rakish father, and, in partnership with the iron masters of Merthyr, he
straightened the River Taff meanders and created a complementary canal which formed a moat
under the north and east walls of the castle while providing a working route to newly developed
docks from which the iron and coal of the valleys could be exported to the world. He died relatively
young in 1848, leaving a baby son. In the 1870s the third Marquess amalgamated the previous
industrial area at the south and Blackweir Farm at the north end of the Taff into a continuous
parkland with fine specimen trees, planted in elegant groups by his gardener, Andrew Pettigrew.
There was a walled garden in the middle, another area of garden called Sophia Garden after his
mother and an expanse of meadow on the previous farmland. This 434 acre park ran alongside the
Llandaff Fields, providing a green link between the Castle and the Cathedral. Fascinated by
mediaeval buildings, he excavated the Dominican Priory within this park, and also the Grey Friars on
the east side of the castle at the south end of Cathays Park which he had exchanged with Lord
Tredegar. Here he planted a great lime avenue. At Castell Coch he planted extensive woodlands
and also a vineyard. At Mount Stuart, the family seat on the Isle of Bute, he had a menagerie of
exotic animals and tried to re-introduce beavers into Scotland (but they all died). In Cardiff the
exotic animals appeared only in stone, on the famous Animal Wall which was created in the 1880s.
By not allowing development on the large blocs of land the Butes owned in central Cardiff, the family
has left a great legacy in the Park itself. The castle and park were presented by the fifth Marquess to
the people and city of Cardiff in 1947. Now administered by the City Council there is much on-going
work on park restoration and improvements to what is truly Cardiff’s ‘green lung’.
SATURDAY 26th SEPTEMBER
A morning of lectures began with Dr Mark Redknap, of the National Museum of Wales who spoke
about the National Museum’s work on the various excavations on the Grey Friars site, and
especially the involvement of the third Marquess. The National Museum is collating all these records
and plans to present an exhibition on the Grey Friars, Cardiff. The Franciscan Friary had been
founded in the second half of the thirteenth century just outside the town as was traditional for

friaries and to the east of the castle. The buildings had been spared in the Glyndŵr Revolt but
ironically the friars had lost valuables in the attack on the castle. The Friary cemetery saw the burial
of several noblemen and dignitaries, including both Llywelyn Bren (hanged for treason in 1318) and
Hugh the Dispenser who hanged him. This affair brought down King Edward II. The house was
surrendered to Henry VIII in September 1538 and the site was granted to John White in 1541 and
later to the Herberts who built a fine house, shown on John Speed’s map of 1610. By 1793 it was in
decay and came into the ownership of the Butes. The facade was still standing until 1967.
In 1892 the Marquess of Bute financed C B Fowler’s excavation of the Friary church which was
published in Archaeologia Cambrensis for 1901. In 1911 some two hundred bodies were removed
from the cemetery and in 1925-7 there were further excavations of the claustral buildings. The site
was laid out with stone pillar bases and gardens were established which surrounded the imposing
ruined facade of the Herbert House. An archive of very fine photos of the cemetery excavations
survive and are being studied by the National Museum. He described a very interesting heart burial,
perhaps that of Guilbert de Clare. By 1967 the site had become blighted by the development of
commercial Cardiff around it, and it was proposed to build offices there. C N Johns of the RCAHMW
made a record of this destruction which was briefly published in Archaeology in Wales in 1968. The
worked stone found in this work was given to the National Museum and some to the Catholic
Archdiocese of Cardiff for dispersal to various modern Franciscan friaries. In 1990 further bones
were found under Principality House. The Museum is working to bring all the information from
these various interventions together for a full study of the Friary and its surroundings.
Dr Redknap also mentioned the Marquess of Bute’s excavations at the Dominican Friary which had
been to the north of the town, in an area now part of Bute Park. He spoke of the new bronze model
which had been set up on the site. This was visited by the Cambrians on the Sunday morning during
their walk through the park to take the Waterbus to Cardiff Bay.

Dr David Jenkins, senior curator at The National Waterfront Museum, Swansea, gave a spirited
lecture on The Port of Cardiff, its shipowners and seamen. Dr Jenkins began with a telling
quotation from a list of coal exports of 1775 which stated that coal exports were impossible from
Cardiff because of the difficulty of getting the coal to the sea. Yet by 1875 it was the world’s main
coal port! In the sixteenth century Cardiff was a base for pirates with quays on the river near
Westgate Street, but the river was subject to flooding and to silting. In the early nineteenth century
the Merthyr-Cardiff Canal was constructed but it went to a rather small floating dock and the
journey involved double handling of the cargoes. In 1841 the Taff Railway was built, linking with a
new dock developed by the second Marquess of Bute for cargoes of iron and of coal, but it was not
until 1884 that the railway was directly linked into the docks. Additional docks were built at Penarth
and David Davies proposed new railway link to Barry Port. This spurred the Butes to new
developments at their aging facilities but as steam ships grew in size the deeper water and larger
docks at Barry were winning the competition. Shipbuilding was also slow to develop, but Cardiff
remained the commercial centre of the coal trade, where prices were set in the Coal Exchang (visited
by the party on Sunday morning).
The 1860s-70s saw major changes. Coal was exported and iron ore and cereals were imported and
shipowners flourished. Most of these families came from other parts of Britain, the Turnbulls from
the north-east, the Corys from Cornwall and the Morrells from Jersey where they had previously
been trading in potatoes. There were also a number of single-ship companies which relied on small
shareholders putting in their money to support as single ship or even a single voyage. Thomas and
Radcliffe promoted a number of these ships with the aid of the persuasive preacher, Revd Cellan
Jones, until his greed for payment caused a scandal and the collapse of the business. However most
shipowners made money and the Reardon Smiths were able to bail out the National Museum of
Wales in 1929. Butetown by the docks was envisaged as a respectable suburb, with fine houses but
it soon became a seamen’s town with lots of foreigners. The Llandaff, the first Cardiff-owned

steamship (wrecked in 1899) was built on the Tyne. There were few shipbuilders in Cardiff because
land was too expensive, but there were many repair yards.
The 1914-18 war was good for shipping and after it there was a brief shipping boom, but the freight
market crashed in 1920, and ships bought expensively in the boom were now sold very cheaply.
Europe was being flooding with coal from Germany in reparations and the Navy turned from steam
coal to oil. The Black Sea cereal trade was killed off by the Russian Revolution. In the 1930s many
ships were mothballed. The docks were sold by the Butes to the GWR and the railway tried to
diversify the trade in the docks. The Second World War saw many ships lost on convoys and at the
end of the war the docks were nationalised and shipowning businesses declined. The 1960s saw the
rise of bulk carriers, too large for Cardiff’s docks. The coal trade was ending and timber was the
main import. Cardiff even saw imports of foreign coal. In 1986 the barrage was built and the area
around the old docks became a freshwater lake. The port still operates but on a smaller volume of
specialist business.
Sadly Diane Walker could not be with us because of her husband’s illness, but she had sent a text of
her lecture which was delivered by Mathew Williams. The subject was The Marquess of Bute and
Religious Buildings in the Cardiff area. His first involvement with religious buildings was when as a
child, in association with his mother, Lady Sophia Hastings, he laid the foundation stone of the
Seamen’s Home. He was involved with several Anglican churches and remained their patron after
he converted to Roman Catholicism in 1868 when he was 20. St Marys in Bute Town was a very High
Anglican church but strangely had a 3-tier pulpit in front of the altar. This was soon changed under
Tractarian influence and the church became known as ‘St Mary’s Junction – change here for Rome’.
He rebuilt much of St Margaret’s, Roath (visited by the Cambrians in the afternoon) in 1867 because
this small plain church had been chosen by his grandfather as the family mausoleum. This
rebuilding was done by John Pritchard and the mausoleum was at first left untouched, but later was
rebuilt and provided with stained glass windows incorporating elaborate (Catholic) imagery and
symbolism appropriate to each relative buried there in surprisingly simple albeit massive sarcophagi.
The 3rd Marquess was buried in his Catholic chapel on the Isle of Bute in 1900 and St Margaret’s
remains an Anglican church..
Soon after the work on St Margaret’s he built a Catholic Church, St Peter’s in Roath, for which the
Catholic C F Hanson was the architect, with furnishings by Hardman of Birmingham. He provided
land for another Catholic Church, St Alban’s, off the Whitchurch road but the church itself remained
a corrugated iron hall until 1935. The hall had been a school at first, then became St Alban’s church
and was subsequently sold to the Anglican church as a church hall, travelling around the city in the
process. The third Marquess also built a convent for the Good Shepherd nuns at Pen y Lan, designed
by Burges but demolished in the 1960s. Nazareth House, at the north end of Cathays Park, was
another convent built by John Pritchard for the Marquess. The chapel was on the first floor. Private
chapels were also created within Cardiff Castle and at Castell Coch where the first one was a strange
construction attached to the side of the Well Tower, which did not survive long in that exposed
location.
He also built a Synagogue for the Jewish community in Cathedral Road. This has since become
offices. His fascination with the Middle Ages was part of his religious fervour (and vice versa) and he
took a great interest in the excavations which he financed at the Franciscan and Dominican Friaries
which had existed on his land just outside the castle walls. There was a plan in 1897 to rebuild
Greyfriars but this came to nothing because by then the Marquess was ill. However he was careful
to protect the area of the friaries and to ensure that gardens were maintained around them.
One of his final church building projects was the restoration of the Herbert Memorial Chapel in the
fifteenth century St John the Baptist church. The work was carried out by William Frame (the
assistant to William Burges who took over after his death). This was a chapel to his grandmother’s
family, with fine effigies of the brothers Sir William and Sir John Herbert (d. 1609 & 1617 and it
contained a very fine bronze altarpiece of the Transfiguration.

John Hilling, architect and architectural historian, formerly with Cadw, spoke about the Butes and
Cathays Park as an introduction to the walking tour of the area on the following morning. Members
were interested to receive copies of a flyer for his forthcoming book on the subject shortly to be
published by the University of Wales Press : The History and Architecture of Cardiff Civic Centre:
Black Gold White City. He began in 1610 with John Speed’s map of Cardiff when the population was
no more than 2000 households. The Medieval and Early Modern town was focussed to the south of
the castle and along the banks of the Taff. By 1780 the town gates had been removed and in 1790
canals reached Cardiff from Merthyr and Aberdare. In 1804 the Pen y Darren tramway came and in
the1840s the railway arrived. By this time, since they had gained the Cathays estate in an exchange
with Lord Tredegar, Bute land surrounded all of the built up area as it then was. The Town Council
felt the need for space for new public buildings and looked to the Cathays area, but they were
rebuffed by the young third Marquess’s trustees. They laid out the area between the canal and the
new railway to the east as parkland and planted a long avenue of elms between Greyfriars and the
Cathays farmhouse. Pressure from the town continued and in the 1880s there were urgent
discussions about a site for a new Town Hall and law courts. Finally in 1898 the sale was agreed at a
price of £198,000 with the proviso that the elm avenue was to stay, and also the gardens around
Greyfriars and the Herbert House, and that there was to be no commerce on the site. It was to be
devoted to public municipal, government and educational buildings. The Butes retained land around
Cathays Farm. There was an architectural competition for the main buildings (won by Lanchester,
Stewart and Rickards) and land was reserved for the University and for a national Museum on the
east side. The development of the Civic Centre at Cathays falls into three periods: Pre 1914; 192030s and Post 1945. The Law Courts, City Hall, County Hall, University all in white Portland stone and
in the Edwardian Baroque style belong to the earliest period, as does the National Museum, begun
1913 but not finished until 1927. The interior of the City Hall is especially fine and it and the County
Hall are adorned with sculpture by some of the best sculptors of a particularly grand period. Its
circular council chamber is believed to be unique. 1920 -30s which saw expansion of the university
and the first government offices, such as the Welsh Board of Health. The national war memorial, the
Temple of Peace, was, after much debate, built in the Alexandra Gardens behind the City Hall. There
were plans for some large private houses in the park, but few were built. The third period post-dated
the Second World War and saw more expansion by the university on the east side and of
government offices in the central space. It also saw the loss of Greyfriars and the encroachment of
commerce on the southern boundary. The quality of some of the later buildings does not match that
of the original buildings which occupy the southern edge of the park and have been rated the ‘finest
civic centre in the British Isles’.
After a buffet lunch members boarded the coach to visit Castell Coch, where we were met by Rick
Turner, recently retired from Cadw and were ably shepherded by him and Castle staff to view as
much as possible without impeding the imminent arrival of a wedding party. Rick Turner began by
assembling us all in the octagonal Drawing Room, undoubtedly the most exuberant of the third
Marquess and William Burges’s creations, a space created by changing the design for two rooms into
one stunningly vaulted chamber. The third Marquess, a scholarly medievalist, knew of G T Clark’s
survey and recording of the castle remains published in Arch Camb in 1850. In 1871 the Marquess’s
engineer cleared and excavated the site. William Burges, in his beautifully illustrated Castell Coch
Report of drawings and plans recommended restoration to create a house for seasonal occupation in
the summer – a proposal enthusiastically taken up by the Marquess. Although the ground plan and
foundations were retained and Clark’s advice sought, the rebuilt towers with their conical roofs
owed much to the French medieval archaeologist and architect Viollet le Duc – the widely travelled
Marquis was familiar with such monuments as the Chateau de Chillon. Their impact, seen from a
distance rising above the beechwoods of the Taff Gorge are now widely admired. Inside Burges and
the Marquess could indulge their mutual passion for richly decorated rooms, arcane symbolism and

the finest craftsmanship of which Burges and his team were capable of. The decoration of the
interiors was continued by Burges’s team after his early death in 1881 and completed in 1891. In fact
the castle was little used or visited by the third Marquess – he confessed that once the absorbing
interest of design and construction was over he tended to lose interest in the end result. Members
could not but agree on the sheer impractibility of the internal arrangements but were delighted by
the detail, richness and variety of the decoration.

Rick Turner explains the inspiration behind Burges’s reconstruction of the drum towers at Castell
Coch.

Rick Turner reassembled the group outside where the scale of the original motte could be
appreciated and spoke about the castle’s twelfth century origins. Whilst it had considerable strategic
and military importance to the powerful de Clares, Lords of Glamorgan, he also suggested to
members that it also served them as a kind of retreat, probably as a high status ‘hunting lodge’.
In modern times before the Castell came into the care of Cadw, it served as a meeting point and
base for the Pentyrch Hunt. This the third Marquess would not have approved of as he disliked
hunting. However another of his medieval passions was an interest in antiquarian evidence on
viticulture and he had his gardener, Andrew Pettigrew, plant 1.2 hectares of vines below the castle.
There was rather disrespectful comment in the Cardiff newspapers at the time about ‘Chateau
Cocheimer’ but he persevered and by 1894 was producing commercial quantities of wine.

The afternoon concluded with a visit to St Margaret’s Roath, where we were met by volunteer guide
Jean Rose. She explained that she was one of a small group of guides trained by Diane Walker who
was unable to be present. Jean gave a detailed and informative tour of the church concluding with a
detailed description of exactly which members of the Bute family were buried in the massive granite
sarcophagi in the Bute Mausoleum, opened up to us for the visit. In 1800 The first Marquess of Bute
had added a family mausoleum to the medieval church of St Margaret and in 1867 the Trustees of

the Bute ex state, operating during the minority of the third Marquess decided to rebuild the church
and foundations were laid. The third Marquess however took charge when coming of age in 1868
and employed the architect John Prichard to design the church taking a close interest in its
construction and fittings. Although later additions, notably the stained glass windows, distract there
is a remarkable deployment of polychromy in stone with the contrasting colours , gray-green from
Bridgend, red from Radyr and a golden Penarth alabaster. Members are recommended to read
Diane Walker’s 1993 article in The Archaeological Journal ‘The Bute Mausoleum at St Margaret’s
Roath’, 50.1, 482-497.

Members study the Bute family information provided by Jean Rose who explained exactly who was
interred within each of the massive granite sarcophagi of the Bute Mausoleum, St Margaret’s church,
Roath.
Members returned to the Park Hotel for a late tea and the evening lecture was held before dinner,
which was convenient for non-resident Cardiff members. Matthew Williams gave a witty and
erudite talk with splendid illustrations on the relationship between the third Marquess and
Marchioness and William Burges and the Victorian Gothic style. He pointed out that Burges was
older than the young Marquess and his wife and whilst their shared interests immediately created a
partnership, Burges brought fun and relaxation to their lives away from the responsibilities of their
rank and wealth. The third Marquess was a devout, serious and learned young man and whilst his
marriage to Gwendolen Fitzalan-Howard was a happy one and their faith was shared, she was more
light-hearted than her husband and loved Burges’s company. The celebrated photograph from the
1860s of Burges in a court jester’s costume gives an idea of his eccentricity and sense of humour.
He designed jewelry for her and she wrote in a letter to a friend with a sketch of Burges and the
comment ‘isn’t he a duck’.
Thanking him for his talk and for his tour on Friday and for stepping in to deliver Diane Walker’s
lecture the President presented Mathew with two bottles of champagne as a gesture of thanks.
David said that we must disregard the labels on the bottles because, by great good chance and after
considerable effort, the Association had managed to source two rare surviving bottles of the third
Marquess’s own Chateau Cocheimer – a worthy gift he felt for someone who clearly knows more
about the third Marquess and Marchioness, Cardiff Castle and William Burges than anyone else.

SUNDAY 27th SEPTEMBER

John Hilling sets a cracking pace at the start of his tour of Cardiff’s Civic Centre buildings.

Members assembled promptly and led by David Lermon made their way on foot through the
Gorsedd Gardens, to meet John Hilling for a brisk and informative walking tour of the Civic Centre
buildings. The brilliant sunlight and quiet of the roads through the centre on an early Sunday
morning added to the experience. The Law Courts and City Hall were the earliest of the major
buildings and John drew attention to the confidence and richness of design and the ornate detailing
the white Portland stone showing well in the bright light which also enhanced the sculpture
decorating the buildings such as the bronze Welsh dragon surmounting the dome of the City Hall.
The contrast in style with the more restrained but monumental National Museum, not completed
until after the First World War. We paused at the Glamorgan County Hall, the University Buildings
and at the north end of King Edward VII avenue to look at the Neo-Georgian houses of the 1920s and
1930s in Queen Anne Square and John pointed out how the road alignments and grid pattern of the
whole Civic Centre area was dictated by the preservation of the line of the Butes elm-lined drive.
Tuning to the modern buildings John was more complimentary of the Welsh Office than the more
recent University Buildings and a discussion arose on the work of the Percy Thomas architectural
partnership. The tour ended in the Alexandra Gardens and Sir Ninian Comper’s Welsh National War
Memorial. John then left us, after members’ thanks for a real tour-de-force of a tour.
We then walked down to Park House, now a club and restaurant, for a welcome cup of coffee. David
Lermon explained how William Burges had designed this house for John McConnochie, chief
engineer for the Cardiff docks and another member of Bute’s circle. Completed by 1875, its French
Gothic style was highly influential in Cardiff. David pointed out that in this instance at least Burges

was ‘not good at staircases’ because one enters the building on the side up a flight of steps only to
be confronted by the underside of a massive staircase providing access to the main rooms.
Refreshed those that remained of the party walked with Elaine Davey into Bute Park to catch the
waterbus, the Princess Katherine to Cardiff Bay. There was enough time for Elaine to explain some of
the Park’s features and recent conservation work as well as viewing the bronze model of the
Dominican Friary before boarding. Once on board we were entertained by a lively account from the
captain of the former Docks and the construction of the Barrage which has created a non-tidal lake.
On arrival we dispersed to find our own lunches but not before briefly viewing the Pierhead
Building. Designed and built in 1896-7 by William Frame, one of Burges’s assistants, as the offices of
the Bute Docks Company it now stands in solitary red brick splendor in the newly developed Cardiff
Bay complex.
After lunch, aided by a short list of important and listed buildings compiled by Elaine Davey we made
our way to Mount Stuart Square, via Bute Street. Formerly the commercial heart of this great
Victorian imperial city whose fortunes were built on coal, the area is in urgent need of regeneration
to save the many interesting buildings that were pointed out to us. No building is in greater need of
saving than the Coal Exchange and our visit coincided with an Open Day by campaigners fighting for
the building and we were taken in small numbers to view the iconic Trading Floor through an upper
window. Here at the height of Cardiff’s prosperity ship owners and their agents bid with coal owners
for freights to be shipped world wide and where, it is reputed the first million pound deal was struck.
The Association, and individual members made donations to the campaign to save this unique
building. Heather James thanked Elaine Davey and David Lermon and the meeting ended with
members scurrying to catch trains home.

