The Cambrian Archaeological gxiation is175
years old!

2021 succeeds 202@/hich wagossibly the most disrupted year for the
Association since the Second World War, with our summer and autumn
meetings and the Drganfod spring conference all cancelled. So far 2021
has been no better with lockdownrginuing and friends and familiedfected terribly by the
pandemic. Nonethelesthis year is the 175anniversary of the Associatiamdwe wantto mark the
occasion with as much celebrationvas can

Our summer meeting in Lincoln, we are hopefill still go ahead, the Darganfod confemnwill be
delivered to members free of chargeAprilon Zoom and a conferente celebrate this anniversary,
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new venture, a series of Walks and Talks in different parts of Wales, is planned for the summer.

We thought that, in addition to these events, it might be timely to celebratenmmbership and
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measureghat the Association organisesid supports. Some of theaee well known, otherperhaps

lessso. The following piecesm todescribeour work that playssoimportant a part in the life of the

historic environrant of Wales.

Firgly, we have a note from one of our most saminembers, Dr Peter Jarvigho, with Sie, hislate
wife, were well known to all of yattending meetings regularly and always unhesitatingly sharing
their extensive knowledge, particularlyyindustrial andrailway archaeologywith others
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The aspect of the Cambrians best known to members and probably the oldest of our activities is that
of our meetings. Summer meetings go back to the very foundatidredi$sociation, while the

shorter Autumn annual meetingsd biennial spring conferences are more recent addition®, lder

long-standing loyal membederemy Knighthinks back to past meetings and how valuable they
have been to hinthrough his life and career



Wwut with the Canbrians) Yie Shmmer
Meetings by Jeremy Knight
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from the devoted Cambrian Cefni Bath) Director of

Newport Museumheraldedthe start of an enjoyable
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Welsh field monuments for much of his lifeean claim to

havereceived an education in Cambridbsaches at their

. summer meetings. M GAGES Aa GF1Sy FTNRY

; book of 1934. Her first Cambridimeeting was in 1906.
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were at first glance intimidating, but she soon found plenty afdly younger faces. She was

relieved whenafter a few yearsthe horsedrawn wagonettes, whose discomforts shigidly
RSaAONAROGSas ¢gSNB NBLIIFOSR .08 WO2YF2NIFo6fS Y2(i2NJ C

Our first Summer Meeting was at Aberystwyth in 1847. Apart from visgs¢h Marcher outposts

as Ludlow or Hereford, our ventures outsM&les were to the Isle of Mad§65, 1929); Brittany

(1889, 1924)Ireland (Kerry 1891, Galway 1934) é@cbtland (1899). In Kerry, one of the smaller

vessels of the Royal Navy was pubat disposal to visit somislandmonastic remains. The Captain
initially refused to takevomen aboard but, faced with formidably indignant Cdrian ladies on the
guaysidebacked down. At thisme, private cars were rardravel to our meetings depended the

rail network. When Sir John Rhys published a newly discovered inscription, he often gave the nearest
railway station, much as we might give a grid reference.

After the war, the Cambrians flourishe@oaches were divided between Parties A (morergtous

archaeology), B (less strenuous houard churchelkand, briefly, C (industrial archaeology). People

one knew only from their publications became good friends, through the site visits, conversations on
coaches and often by sitting late into the higglasses in hand, as Peter Grimes reminisced about

Sutton Hoo or J.D.K. Lloyd told stories of Montgomery. David Cathcaytkihg y 3 2 F, G KS OF &
survived an active war unscathed, winning a Military Cross in the process, only to lose a leg in a road
accident on V.E. Night. He brought his model siege engines to summer meetings. A crossbow bolt

came through my open window one morning. | lookedo#tD2 2 R a2 Ny Ay 3 WSNBYe Qo



Jeremy expounds upon a cam at Fishguard Fort at the 20 Summer Meeting

Younger Cambriansrchaeologists of the futurdyenefitted enormously from the knowledge
bequeathed by older scholars; and seeing them in more frivolous and relaxed surroundings did no
harm at all. On one memorable occasion, tlieynd their distinguished elders barricadatleach

end of the hall, bombaling each other with the lefivers from an earlier receptiotmrough

miniature trebuchets. King produced mock medieval documents from the University of Shepton
Mallet (then a military prison) featuriniipe supposed exploits dambrians. Lily Chitty, the
prehistorian,alwaystravelledwith a veritabe library, uncomplaininglcarried by younger Cambrians
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dread of museum curators on Cambrian visiis she demattedto see some obscure prehistoric
artefact | still associate many places with Cambrian viaiggouthful Nancy Edwards making her
Cambrian debut at Maen Ach¥an or Josiah Jones Davietready a sick man, waving us off from his
church at Llywel, witlits collection of early inscribed stones, to which he had made a notable
addition.

Cambrian Archaeological Conferences

The Spring conferences of the Association were initiated in i®8Rsure that the Association
contributed to scholarship and debatea more formal setting than the summer meetings allowed.
Initially held annuallyfrom 1956 bennially, the conferencesfferedwidely rangingsubject matter
often particularly relevant to the needs of the tinfdne first wasThe Archaeology of South Eas
Wales:



Selecting just a few, one might mentittve 1968 "The Irish Sea Province in Archaeology and History
in Aberystwyth- (the first one | attendeds a schoolgirll recall my formidable great aunt Anne
introducing me to Leslie Alcockdf such importance that thproceedingsvere published Thel976
conference orirhe Slate Industry of North Wales and its associated Land and Sea Traasport'
recognised today gzarticularlynoteworthy, asthe area hasiowbeen nominated as a World
Heritage SiteThenin 2004Wales and the Worldooked at World Heritage Sites in Walbgldat
Llangollen within the Pontcysyllte world heritage site

We anticipate withpleasure the conferenseand day schools planned foe future. InAutumn 2021

we visit Llangollen toelebrate ar 175" anniversarnby examining the role of the CAA and Arch
Camb in promoting the illustration of archaeological sitekile joint meeting with the Society of
Antiquaries of London, the Rristoric Society, and the newihstituted Darganfod daycsoolswill
extend the reach of the CAA into research and the dissemination of new scholarship including that of
young emerging professionals.

The contibution that our conferences make $aholarship and the uniting of ttaetivities of the
amateurscholarandthe professional is here articulated bwyr past presidet) David Austin

TheConferences of th&€€ambrians

by David Austin

Whenl first came to Waleas a youn@rchaeologistn
1976 | immediatelyjoined the Cambrian Archaeological
Association, the premier organisation dedicated to the
dissemination of knowledge andeaas about the

heritage of Walesl was at that time, largely ignorant of the scholarship which our society
has represented and promoted over the last 175 yeBasiliar enoughwith the castles and
the other monumentsof Wales| remainedlargely unaware of how thé/elshhistoric
landscapéhadevolved, and found thathe upland valleys of céral Waleswhere | had

come to live and teaclappearedackingin the local historical scholarship and field
archaeology on which I had cut my teeth in England

| can remember vividly, therefore, the first of the CAA conferences | was involwétemn

1984 | waspproached by Donald Moore, a distinctive man of immense presence and deep
knowledge who asked me to help organise the 198BA Easter conference at Lampeter on
0KS W2 St aK ! NDK Wittie 2r8atiod bf Cadw B NIB4ialntEtBiQ df the

four Welsh Archaeological Trussundedsome ten years previouslig,was felt to bean
opportune momento review where we were as a collective of practising professionals. A
wide array of organisations wasesent describingheir roles and the issudacing them,

and it was impressivel. metmanynew colleagues; one of the important aspects of these
conferences, especially for young scholars



Only in hindsight now, do | realise that the place of l@arahteursocieties, the CBA, even

the CAA itself with its distinguished history of scholarsivigs disregarded. r8haeology
wasincreasingly becoming professionalisadhe 1970sasthe institutions and practices of

a new field archaeology and heritage managemaate establishedThis came at a price
those cohorts of amateur diggers giving their time and immense expertise on excavations
the later 1960svere largely gone by the 1980gecall around that timdravelling to Prague
and hearingyoungCentral Europeaarchaeologistsell me how lucky | was to be
researching in a country with centurieng traditions of amateurs studying their localities,
ardhitectures, documents, lifeways and landscapes, holistically and seamlessly.

The Historc
Woodland and
Parkland in Wales
Conferene April
2016, my
Presidential year.
Cambrians  visited
Piercefield where we
went up to the
91 3t SQa bSal
down over the
| meanders of the
River Wye, a small
sample of the 6 miles
of picturesque walks
available there.

The importance of maintaining thapirit of enthusiastic amateur research cannot be over
stated andin 2006,the Association, recognising th@ganised a Spring conference to look

at the future of the many local history societies with which we are linkgdry time |

attend a Cambriar@Meeting, | feel, with relief, the ancient hwyllt was, indeed, at our

most recent conferencegne of the ne&v joint meetings with other societieteld in Cardiff

in October2019with the Society for Landscape Studigsy WwSOSy i 2 2NJ] 2V
| A&l 2 NEB,thaty expeliehcgditlf® joy of finding the odgirit alive and kickinglt was,
asCAA confereresalwaysare,an immensely stimulating and challenging day with a large
range of new research initiatives, methodologies and historical insights. Such occasions are
vital to scholars who can hear of what is going on long before publicatrmhthe newCAA
Darganfod day schoolie first of which will be helthis year, will be instrumental in

continuing topromote the dissemination of new research

A final personal memong of Philip Nanney Williams giving the 2019 Cardiff conferencg
a joyous account, a pilgrimage through the marvels and history of his ancestral Nannau

[F



estate near Dolgellau. His was the excited, breathless and enthusiastic voice of the
unalloyed amateur, the true lover of Hiso. So, yes, for me, these conferencall w
continue to give us access to the best of Welsh professional scholarship, carhbination
with the ancient traditions of our antiquarian societgmateur and professional together
What a pleasure Diolch o galon Cyndeithas Hynafiaethau Cymru.
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The journal of the Association, published annyadilyitally and in hard copy, and sent to all members

and many learned institutions and libraries across the world, is rightly regarded as the foremost
saurce of archaeological scholarship for Wales and the Marches. It is constantly used by scholars and
students and is a source of pride to the AssociatiatisthguishedNVelsh scholaand past

president, Nancy Edward$gescribes the importance of the joaitrfor the study of the past of &les

Archaeologia Cambrensis by Nancy Edwards

Archaeologia Cambrensite journal of the Cambrian Archaeological
Association, is the leading journal covering all aspects of the
archaeology and material culture of Wales from prehistory onwards.
The journaiskey, both for researchers and those with a broader
interest in the archaeology and history of Wales.

The journal is published annually. Fully refereed, it has a wide range
of welkinformed and welillustrated articles that keep me djp-date

on important research and excavations projects in different parts of
Photo:Crown copyright RCAHMW

Wales, many of which fall well outside my own areas of research and expertise.

Furthermore asArchaeologia Cambrendigas been published annually since 184@pitnprisesa
valuable archive covering all sorts of discoveries insWWatchaeology, as well as important
developments in how archaeological evidence has been interpreted and the heritage of Wales
perceived over the past 175 years. Indeed, it is still going strong! Articles in past volumes together
with indexes are novavalable for free via the Archaeology Data Service and the National Library of
Wales journals online.

Since my primary interest is in the archaeology of the early Middle Ages in Britain and Irelan

(c. 40 1100CE), | have used tAechaeologia Cambnsisarchive as a key resource in my research
and publications on the early medieval inscribed stones and stone sculpture of Wales. Using the
index, | could discover where and how each monument had been found, sometimes by whom, and
where it was moved to as Weas different interpretations of inscriptions and other ornament



In the nineteenth centuryarticleson a great variety of subjects from
prehistoricburial chambers to late medieval housgsre often

illustrated by wooecuts & dzOK & GKS {4 523YF St Qa
(left).The laer speciallycommissioned lin@rawingsof early

medieval stones are ithemselves a valuable recanghich assisted

me inbuildingdzLd Fdzf £ WY 2y dzsfshgidscriped 2 I NI LIK A S 3
stonesonwhich lwasworking some of which | discussed in my

recent Presidential Address to the Cambrians published in Volume

169 (2020) of the journal.

| have also used the early volumesfoEhaeologia Cambrensis my

research on the history of archaeology and, in patéicuo unravel
FGGAGdZRSa G2 (GKS FTR2LIA2Yy 2F (GKS Wd
so long for the timedepth of prehistory to be accepted in Wales. It

was particularly interesting to see who was on which side of what

was a very lively debate played ouotthe pages of the journal arat

the annualummerMeetings, though | regret to say thé telling

feature of theperiod)those who spoke at these early meetings were

almost eclusivelymen!

Inscribed Stone, 8k Dogmgel’s.

Cambrian Archaeological Association Research Awards

Many archaeologists and archaeological projects in Wales have been supported by the programme
of research grants awarded annually over a wide range of subjects and specialist infenestes
scrutinise applications at olNovember meeting and awardseamade on the basis of merit. The
increase in demand for these gramtgerthe last few years has been noticeable as government and
universities facéncreasindinancial challenges, but the Association is known for its capacity to grant
aid projects undegaken by amateurs or thogbat would fall outside the normal parameters of
institutional grant aid Many of theg, indeed, would not have happsshat all witiout the support of

the AssociationWe have picked three very different projeatipéents to gie a flavour of tkese

awards and their importance.



Archaeology at Moel-y-Gaer
hillfort, Bodfari, Denbighshire

by Gary Lock

The ClwydiafRange in North Wales provides
a spectacular upland landscape that contains
a series of welpreserved hillforts. Other than

G \ two or three smaliscale excavationshese
have been I|ttle studled and are poorly understoadve fothe pioneering work of thédeather and
Hillforts Projectun by Denbighshire County Coun@ihe importance of hillforts is central to the
understanding of the later prehistoric settlemenof north Walesnd it was through the generous
support of the Cambrians that the work at MeeGaer Bodfari was able to enhance the existing
record.

Bodfari is a small enclosure of c. 2ha with up to three ramparts in plaestpreserved along the
western side. In 2011 we employed a series of geophysical techniques, tagjether with

enhancel LIDAR datanabled us to model the surface and ssilrface features in detail. Based on
these resultsexcavation targete@ single roundhouse together with ramparts and two entrances on
the west and north. One conclusion of importance is that the enaie is of two phases. The first is
univallate when both entrances were in use, a configuratiater replaced by multivallatiorat

which pointthe western entrancevasclosed off. The second phase has been radiocarbon dated to
the 4" century BCwhile post-excavation work continues on material representing the earlier phase
for which, we hopedateswill be forthcoming A trench through the phase 2 rampart revealed an
outer and inner wall of drgtone construction with the baolike structure filled withrubble dug from

an external ditch. The rampart had been modified three times with alterations to the rear wall
increasing its width. Both the northern and western entrances showed evidence of the ramparts
being inturned to create entrance passages, theste@e one having a possible stebeilt guard
chamber.

The number ofindshas beenminimal onlytwo stone spindle whorlkave been uncoveredayhich,
together with only a single roundhousmakes theinterpretation ofthe use of this hillfort difficult.

Even so, the detail produced for the ramparts and entrances, together with the phasing and dating
make thisexcavatioran important contribution tahe understandingof these enigmatic

monuments that continue to fascatte archaeologists and the public alike.



We were very keen to involve volunteers in the excavations and many hundreds worked on the site
over the years receiving training in excavation techniques and an introduction to prehistory. These
included local pople as well as others from within the UK and abraadny of whom were visiting

north Wales for the first time. \th the help of Fiona Gale, thben County Archaeologist for
Denbighshireand a Trustee of the Cambrigmaany others visited the site on ep days. The project
also enjoyed the collaboration of two artists in residence who worked alongside the diggeatng
much interest. Their final artwork was exhibitedsv K énQX.& at the gallery Oriel Plas Glyn y
Weddw.

None of this would havbeen possible without the support of the Cambrians and the final report
will appear inArchaeologia Cambrendisr 2022. Interim reports are available at
http://projects.arch.ox.ac.uk/bodfari.html

Dolgun BlasFurnace by Peter Crew

The early 18" centuryDolgunblast furnace, located east of

Dolgellau, was planned by Abraham Darby and managed for much of

its life by John Kelsall, thewglly 2 6y v dzk { SNJ LINB | OK S NI
diaries provide a great deal of information about the operation of

the site and the people @2 t GSR® 9EOI @l A2y a Ay G
team from Plas Tan y Bwich showed the furnace to be particularly

well preserved and it was consolidated and managed by the

Snowdonia National Park until 2007.
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