
 

The Cambrian Archaeological Association is 175 

years old! 

2021 succeeds 2020, which was possibly the most disrupted year for the 

Association since the Second World War, with our summer and autumn 

meetings and the Darganfod spring conference all cancelled. So far 2021 

has been no better with lockdown continuing and friends and families affected terribly by the 

pandemic. Nonetheless, this year is the 175th anniversary of the Association and we want to mark the 

occasion with as much celebration as we can.  

Our summer meeting in Lincoln, we are hopeful, will still go ahead, the Darganfod conference will be 

delivered to members free of charge in April on Zoom and a conference to celebrate this anniversary, 

ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨLƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘΩΣ organised by Heather James, will take place in Llangollen in October. A 

new venture, a series of Walks and Talks in different parts of Wales, is planned for the summer. 

We thought that, in addition to these events, it might be timely to celebrate our membership and 

how members ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ²ŀƭŜǎΩs past through the wide variety of 

measures that the Association organises and supports. Some of these are well known, others perhaps 

less so. The following pieces aim to describe our work that plays so important a part in the life of the 

historic environment of Wales. 

Firstly, we have a note from one of our most senior members, Dr Peter Jarvis, who, with Sue, his late 

wife, were well known to all of us, attending meetings regularly and always unhesitatingly sharing 

their extensive knowledge, particularly of industrial and railway archaeology, with others. 

. 

! {ŜƴƛƻǊ aŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳōǊƛŀƴ 

!ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ {ǇŜŀƪǎΦ 

  ōȅ tŜǘŜǊ WŀǊǾƛǎ 

 

L ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ 

ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳōǊƛŀƴ 

!ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ !ǎ ŀ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ƻŦ /ƻƴǿȅ π L ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ϥƭŜ ŦŜǊǊȅϥ ŀǘ ¢ȅǿȅƴ ōȅ 

5ŜƎŀƴǿȅ ς L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǎǘƭŜǎΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ /ƻƴǿȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭƛŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ 

ǎǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ ŎŀǎǘƭŜ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ǘƻǿƴ ǿŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘŀƴ ǘƻǿƴ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 

!ŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƛƭ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ π L ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ 

¢ŜƭŦƻǊŘϥǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜ {ǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻŦ мунсΣ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊ 

ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎƻƴϥǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ōǊǳǘŀƭ ¢ǳōǳƭŀǊ .ǊƛŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǘȅǇŜ όƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ 

ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎύΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ L ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ мфпуπрн ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ bƻǊƳŀƴ ¢ǳŎƪŜǊ ŀǘ [ƭȅǎ 9ǳǊȅƴΣ [ƭŀƴŘǊƛƭƭƻ ȅƴ wƘƻǎΣ 

ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ 9ŘƴȅŦŜŘ CȅŎƘŀƴΣ ǎŜƴŜǎŎƘŀƭ ǘƻ [ƭȅǿŜƭȅƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛƴ 



/моǘƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ L ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳōǊƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ мфруΦ  .ƭƻŘǿŜƴ WŜǊƳŀƴ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ƳŜ 

ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭȅ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ǳƳƳŜǊ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ϥ¸ƻǳϥǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎΗϥ  

IŀǾƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ L ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ {ǳŜ όǿƘƻǎŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

ǿŜǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴύ ƛƴ .ƭŜǘŎƘƭŜȅΦ  bƻŜƭ WŜǊƳŀƴΣ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳōǊƛŀƴǎΣ 

ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǎǘŀǊǘƭŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ϥ!ƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƴŜŀǊ .ƭŜǘŎƘƭŜȅ tŀǊƪΚ /ŀƴϥǘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ȅƻǳ 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊǎ ƻǇŜƴ ς ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŀȅΦϥ    9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ŎƻƳŜ 

ƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ {ǳŜ ŀƴŘ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ƻŦ .ƭŜǘŎƘƭŜȅ tŀǊƪ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ 

ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ Lƴ нллоΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳōǊƛŀƴǎΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ 

ǿƘƻƳ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳōǊƛŀƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŀ 

ƘŀƳƳŜǊπōŜŀƳ ǊƻƻŦŜŘ Ƙŀƭƭ ƻŦ мптсΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ {ǳŜ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘΦ 

IŀǊǊȅ wŜŜǎΣ /!! DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎ ŀƴŘ 

{ǘŀǘƛƻƴƳŀǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ !ōŜǊȅǎǘǿȅǘƘΣ 

ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƳŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǊŀƛƭǿŀȅǎΦ L 
ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ CŦŜǎǘƛƴƛƻƎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ bƻŜƭ WŜǊƳŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ 

ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

wŀƛƭǿŀȅ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻмуонΦ 

¢Ƙŀǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ нллΣллл ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦǳƭƭπƭŜƴƎǘƘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƻǇ Ƙŀǘ ŀǘ 

¢ŀƴ ȅ .ǿƭŎƘ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭǎ ǇŜŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ Ŏŀō ƛƴ /ŀŜǊƴŀǊŦƻƴΦ   

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳōǊƛŀƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

Ǉŀǎǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ²ŀƭŜǎ π L ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ /ƻƴǿȅΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊǘƛƳŜ ǿƻǊƪ 

ƻŦ wŀƭŜƎƘ wŀŘŦƻǊŘΣ hǎǿƛƴ /ǊŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ !ǊƴƻƭŘ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ ŀōƻǳǘ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ŀǘƘŎŀǊǘ YƛƴƎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ 

Ǌǳƛƴǎ ƛƴ [ƛōȅŀΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǊŜǘƛǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ мффнΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ƪŜǇǘ ǳǇ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƳǳŎƘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀǘŜƭŀȅƛƴƎΤ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ тр L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŦƛǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ L 

ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀǘ слΗ  {ǳŜΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƭƻǾŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀƳōǊƛŀƴΣ ǎŀŘƭȅ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ нлмф ōǳǘ L ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ /ŀƳōǊƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎΣ 

ƻŦ ǳƴǎǘƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭǇ ς ƛŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ  

The aspect of the Cambrians best known to members and probably the oldest of our activities is that 

of our meetings. Summer meetings go back to the very foundation of the Association, while the 

shorter Autumn annual meetings and biennial spring conferences are more recent additions. Here, a 

long-standing loyal member, Jeremy Knight, thinks back to past meetings and how valuable they 

have been to him through his life and career. 

 



ΨOut with the CambriansΩΥ ¢he Summer 

Meetings     by Jeremy Knight 

 

 ΨL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳōǊƛŀƴǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ, 

from the devoted Cambrian Cefni Barnett, Director of 

Newport Museum, heralded the start of an enjoyable 

ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ LŦ hǎōŜǊǘ {ƛǘǿŜƭƭ ǿŀǎ ΨŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǘƻƴΩΣ as someone involved with 

Welsh field monuments for much of his life, I can claim to 

have received an education in CambriansΩ coaches at their 

summer meetings. Mȅ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǾŜƭȅƴ [ŜǿŜǎΩǎ 

book of 1934. Her first CambriansΩ meeting was in 1906. 

¢ƘŜ ΨōŜŀǊŘŜŘΣ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜŘ ƭƻƴƎ-coated, clerical-ƘŀǘǘŜŘ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΩ 

were at first glance intimidating, but she soon found plenty of friendly younger faces. She was 

relieved when, after a few years, the horse-drawn wagonettes, whose discomforts she vividly 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ΨŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƳƻǘƻǊ ŎƘŀǊŀōŀƴŎǎΩ.   

Our first Summer Meeting was at Aberystwyth in 1847. Apart from visits to such Marcher outposts 

as Ludlow or Hereford, our ventures outside Wales were to the Isle of Man (1865, 1929); Brittany  

(1889, 1924), Ireland (Kerry 1891, Galway 1934) and Scotland (1899). In Kerry, one of the smaller 

vessels of the Royal Navy was put at our disposal to visit some island monastic remains. The Captain 

initially refused to take women aboard, but, faced with formidably indignant Cambrian ladies on the 

quayside, backed down. At this time, private cars were rare. Travel to our meetings depended on the 

rail network. When Sir John Rhys published a newly discovered inscription, he often gave the nearest 

railway station, much as we might give a grid reference.  

After the war, the Cambrians flourished. Coaches were divided between Parties A (more strenuous 

archaeology), B (less strenuous houses and churches) and, briefly, C (industrial archaeology). People 

one knew only from their publications became good friends, through the site visits, conversations on 

coaches and often by sitting late into the night, glasses in hand, as Peter Grimes reminisced about 

Sutton Hoo or J.D.K. Lloyd told stories of Montgomery. David Cathcart King, ΨYƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎǘƭŜǎΩ, 

survived an active war unscathed, winning a Military Cross in the process, only to lose a leg in a road 

accident on V.E. Night. He brought his model siege engines to summer meetings. A crossbow bolt 

came through my open window one morning. I looked out - ΨDƻƻŘ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ WŜǊŜƳȅΩΦ  



 

Jeremy expounds upon a cannon at Fishguard Fort at the 2019 Summer Meeting 

Younger Cambrians, archaeologists of the future, benefitted enormously from the knowledge 

bequeathed by older scholars; and seeing them in more frivolous and relaxed surroundings did no 

harm at all. On one memorable occasion, they found their distinguished elders barricaded at each 

end of the hall, bombarding each other with the leftovers from an earlier reception through 

miniature trebuchets. King produced mock medieval documents from the University of Shepton 

Mallet (then a military prison) featuring the supposed exploits of Cambrians. Lily Chitty, the 

prehistorian, always travelled with a veritable library, uncomplainingly carried by younger Cambrians 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘǎ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŜ !ōōŜǎǎ ƻŦ tƻƴǘŜǎōǳǊȅΩǎ ōŀƎƎŀƎŜΩΦ [ŀƭΩǎ ŜƴŎȅŎlopaedic knowledge was the 

dread of museum curators on Cambrian visits, as she demanded to see some obscure prehistoric 

artefact. I still associate many places with Cambrian visits- a youthful Nancy Edwards making her 

Cambrian debut at Maen Achwyfan or Josiah Jones Davies, already a sick man, waving us off from his 

church at Llywel, with its collection of early inscribed stones, to which he had made a notable 

addition. 

 

Cambrian Archaeological Conferences 

The Spring conferences of the Association were initiated in 1952, to ensure that the Association 

contributed to scholarship and debate in a more formal setting than the summer meetings allowed. 

Initially held annually, from 1956 biennially, the conferences offered widely ranging subject matter 

often particularly relevant to the needs of the time. The first was 'The Archaeology of South East 

Wales'. 



Selecting just a few, one might mention the 1968 'The Irish Sea Province in Archaeology and History' 

in Aberystwyth - (the first one I attended as a schoolgirl; I recall my formidable great aunt Anne 

introducing me to Leslie Alcock) ς of such importance that the proceedings were published.  The 1976 

conference on 'The Slate Industry of North Wales and its associated Land and Sea Transport' is 

recognised today as particularly noteworthy, as the area has now been nominated as a World 

Heritage Site. Then in 2004 ΨWales and the WorldΩ looked at World Heritage Sites in Wales, held at 

Llangollen within the Pontcysyllte world heritage site. 

We anticipate with pleasure the conferences and day schools planned for the future. In Autumn 2021 

we visit Llangollen to celebrate our 175th anniversary by examining the role of the CAA and Arch 

Camb in promoting the illustration of archaeological sites, while joint meetings with the Society of 

Antiquaries of London, the Prehistoric Society, and the newly instituted Darganfod day schools will 

extend the reach of the CAA into research and the dissemination of new scholarship including that of 

young emerging professionals. 

The contribution that our conferences make to scholarship and the uniting of the activities of the 

amateur scholar and the professional is here articulated by our past president, David Austin.  

 
 
 

The Conferences of the Cambrians   

 by David Austin 

 

When I first came to Wales as a young archaeologist in 

1976, I immediately joined the Cambrian Archaeological 

Association, the premier organisation dedicated to the 

dissemination of knowledge and ideas about the 

heritage of Wales.  I was, at that time, largely ignorant of the scholarship which our society 

has represented and promoted over the last 175 years. Familiar enough with the castles and 

the other monuments of Wales, I remained largely unaware of how the Welsh historic 

landscape had evolved, and found that the upland valleys of central Wales, where I had 

come to live and teach, appeared lacking in the local historical scholarship and field 

archaeology on which I had cut my teeth in England. 

I can remember vividly, therefore, the first of the CAA conferences I was involved in when in 

1984 I was approached by Donald Moore, a distinctive man of immense presence and deep 

knowledge, who asked me to help organise the 1985 CAA Easter conference at Lampeter on 

ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŜƭǎƘ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩΦ  With the creation of Cadw in 1984 and maturity of the 

four Welsh Archaeological Trusts founded some ten years previously, it was felt to be an 

opportune moment to review where we were as a collective of practising professionals.  A 

wide array of organisations was present, describing their roles and the issues facing them, 

and it was impressive.  I met many new colleagues ς one of the important aspects of these 

conferences, especially for young scholars. 



Only in hindsight now, do I realise that the place of local amateur societies, the CBA, even 

the CAA itself with its distinguished history of scholarship, was disregarded.  Archaeology 

was increasingly becoming professionalised in the 1970s as the institutions and practices of 

a new field archaeology and heritage management were established. This came at a price - 

those cohorts of amateur diggers giving their time and immense expertise on excavations in 

the later 1960s were largely gone by the 1980s. I recall around that time travelling to Prague 

and hearing young Central European archaeologists tell me how lucky I was to be 

researching in a country with centuries-long traditions of amateurs studying their localities, 

architectures, documents, lifeways and landscapes, holistically and seamlessly.   

 The Historic 
Woodland and 
Parkland in Wales, 
Conference April 
2016, my 
Presidential year. 
Cambrians visited  
Piercefield where we 
went up to the 
9ŀƎƭŜΩǎ bŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ 
down over the 
meanders of the 
River Wye, a small 
sample of the 6 miles 
of picturesque walks 
available there. 

 

The importance of maintaining that spirit of enthusiastic amateur research cannot be over 

stated and in 2006, the Association, recognising this, organised a Spring conference to look 

at the future of the many local history societies with which we are linked. Every time I 

attend a CambriansΩ Meeting, I feel, with relief, the ancient hwyl.  It was, indeed, at our 

most recent conference, one of the new joint meetings with other societies, held in Cardiff 

in October 2019 with the Society for Landscape Studies, ƻƴ ΨwŜŎŜƴǘ ²ƻǊƪ ƻƴ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ 

IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ²ŀƭŜǎΩ, that I experienced the joy of finding the old spirit alive and kicking.  It was, 

as CAA conferences always are, an immensely stimulating and challenging day with a large 

range of new research initiatives, methodologies and historical insights.  Such occasions are 

vital to scholars who can hear of what is going on long before publication; and the new CAA 

Darganfod day schools, the first of which will be held this year, will be instrumental in 

continuing to promote the dissemination of new research.   

A final personal memory is of Philip Nanney Williams giving, in the 2019 Cardiff conference, 

a joyous account, a pilgrimage through the marvels and history of his ancestral Nannau 



estate near Dolgellau.  His was the excited, breathless and enthusiastic voice of the 

unalloyed amateur, the true lover of his bro.  So, yes, for me, these conferences will 

continue to give us access to the best of Welsh professional scholarship, but in combination 

with the ancient traditions of our antiquarian society, amateur and professional together.  

What a pleasure ς Diolch o galon i Cymdeithas Hynafiaethau Cymru. 

 

 

¢ƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ WƻǳǊƴŀƭΣ Archaeologia Cambrensis 

The journal of the Association, published annually, digitally and in hard copy, and sent to all members 

and many learned institutions and libraries across the world, is rightly regarded as the foremost 

source of archaeological scholarship for Wales and the Marches. It is constantly used by scholars and 

students and is a source of pride to the Association. A distinguished Welsh scholar and past 

president, Nancy Edwards, describes the importance of the journal for the study of the past of Wales. 

 

 Archaeologia Cambrensis         by Nancy Edwards 

Archaeologia Cambrensis, the journal of the Cambrian Archaeological 

Association, is the leading journal covering all aspects of the 

archaeology and material culture of Wales from prehistory onwards. 

The journal is key, both for researchers and those with a broader 

interest in the archaeology and history of Wales.  

The journal is published annually. Fully refereed, it has a wide range 

of well-informed and well-illustrated articles that keep me up-to-date 

on important research and excavations projects in different parts of  

Photo: Crown copyright RCAHMW 

 

Wales, many of which fall well outside my own areas of research and expertise.  

Furthermore, as Archaeologia Cambrensis has been published annually since 1846, it comprises a 

valuable archive covering all sorts of discoveries in Welsh archaeology, as well as important 

developments in how archaeological evidence has been interpreted and the heritage of Wales 

perceived over the past 175 years. Indeed, it is still going strong! Articles in past volumes together 

with indexes are now available for free via the Archaeology Data Service and the National Library of 

Wales journals online.  

Since my primary interest is in the archaeology of the early Middle Ages in Britain and Ireland           

(c. 400ς1100CE), I have used the Archaeologia Cambrensis archive as a key resource in my research 

and publications on the early medieval inscribed stones and stone sculpture of Wales. Using the 

index, I could discover where and how each monument had been found, sometimes by whom, and 

where it was moved to as well as different interpretations of inscriptions and other ornament.  

 



 

In the nineteenth century, articles on a great variety of subjects from 

prehistoric burial chambers to late medieval houses were often 

illustrated by wood-cuts, ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ǘ 5ƻƎƳŀŜƭΩǎ LƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǎǘƻƴŜ 

(left).The later specially-commissioned line-drawings of early 

medieval stones are in themselves a valuable record, which assisted 

me in building ǳǇ Ŧǳƭƭ ΨƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŜǎΩ of the inscribed 

stones on which I was working, some of which I discussed in my 

recent Presidential Address to the Cambrians published in Volume 

169 (2020) of the journal. 

I have also used the early volumes of Archaeologia Cambrensis in my 

research on the history of archaeology and, in particular, to unravel 

ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƘǊŜŜ !ƎŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳΩ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ǘƻƻƪ 

so long for the time-depth of prehistory to be accepted in Wales. It 

was particularly interesting to see who was on which side of what 

was a very lively debate played out in the pages of the journal and at 

the annual Summer Meetings, though I regret to say that (a telling 

feature of the period) those who spoke at these early meetings were 

almost exclusively men!  

 

 

 

 

Cambrian Archaeological Association Research Awards 

Many archaeologists and archaeological projects in Wales have been supported by the programme 

of research grants awarded annually over a wide range of subjects and specialist interests. Trustees 

scrutinise applications at our November meeting and awards are made on the basis of merit. The 

increase in demand for these grants over the last few years has been noticeable as government and 

universities face increasing financial challenges, but the Association is known for its capacity to grant 

aid projects undertaken by amateurs or those that would fall outside the normal parameters of 

institutional grant aid. Many of these, indeed, would not have happened at all without the support of 

the Association. We have picked three very different project recipients to give a flavour of these 

awards and their importance.  

 



Archaeology at Moel-y-Gaer 

hillfort, Bodfari, Denbighshire  

by Gary Lock 

 

 The Clwydian Range in North Wales provides 

a spectacular upland landscape that contains 

a series of well-preserved hillforts. Other than 

two or three small-scale excavations, these 

have been little studied and are poorly understood, save for the pioneering work of the Heather and 

Hillforts Project run by Denbighshire County Council. The importance of hillforts is central to the 

understanding of the later prehistoric settlements of north Wales and it was through the generous 

support of the Cambrians that the work at Moel-y-Gaer Bodfari was able to enhance the existing 

record. 

Bodfari is a small enclosure of c. 2ha with up to three ramparts in places, best preserved along the 

western side. In 2011 we employed a series of geophysical techniques which, together with 

enhanced LiDAR data, enabled us to model the surface and sub-surface features in detail. Based on 

these results, excavation targeted a single roundhouse together with ramparts and two entrances on 

the west and north. One conclusion of importance is that the enclosure is of two phases. The first is 

univallate, when both entrances were in use, a configuration later replaced by multivallation, at 

which point the western entrance was closed off. The second phase has been radiocarbon dated to 

the 4th century BC, while post-excavation work continues on material representing the earlier phase 

for which, we hope, dates will be forthcoming. A trench through the phase 2 rampart revealed an 

outer and inner wall of dry-stone construction with the box-like structure filled with rubble dug from 

an external ditch. The rampart had been modified three times with alterations to the rear wall 

increasing its width. Both the northern and western entrances showed evidence of the ramparts 

being inturned to create entrance passages, the western one having a possible stone-built guard 

chamber.  

The number of finds has been minimal; only two stone spindle whorls have been uncovered, which, 

together with only a single roundhouse, makes the interpretation of the use of this hillfort difficult. 

Even so, the detail produced for the ramparts and entrances, together with the phasing and dating, 

make this excavation an important contribution to the understanding of these enigmatic 

monuments that continue to fascinate archaeologists and the public alike. 

 



 

We were very keen to involve volunteers in the excavations and many hundreds worked on the site 

over the years receiving training in excavation techniques and an introduction to prehistory. These 

included local people as well as others from within the UK and abroad, many of whom were visiting 

north Wales for the first time. With the help of Fiona Gale, the then County Archaeologist for 

Denbighshire and a Trustee of the Cambrians, many others visited the site on open days. The project 

also enjoyed the collaboration of two artists in residence who worked alongside the diggers, creating 

much interest. Their final artwork was exhibited as ΨwƘȅŎƘΩ in 2018, at the gallery Oriel Plas Glyn y 

Weddw. 

None of this would have been possible without the support of the Cambrians and the final report 

will appear in Archaeologia Cambrensis for 2022. Interim reports are available at 

http://projects.arch.ox.ac.uk/bodfari.html 

 

Dolgun Blast Furnace               by Peter Crew 

 

The early 18th century Dolgun blast furnace, located east of 

Dolgellau, was planned by Abraham Darby and managed for much of 

its life by John Kelsall, the well-ƪƴƻǿƴ vǳŀƪŜǊ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ YŜƭǎŀƭƭΩǎ 

diaries provide a great deal of information about the operation of 

the site and the people inǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ 9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфулΩǎ ōȅ ŀ 

team from Plas Tan y Bwlch showed the furnace to be particularly 

well preserved and it was consolidated and managed by the 

Snowdonia National Park until 2007. 

http://projects.arch.ox.ac.uk/bodfari.html

